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April 3, 1985

The Honorable Caspar Weinberger
Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Cap:

Thank you for your most recent set of U.S.-Soviet armaments
charts. I appreciate them very much, and I look forward to the
additional charts and their conversion to large briefing boards.
I also hope that you will reconsider my request that all of these
charts be aggregated together with some explanatory text into a
1985 Supplement to Soviet Military Power. We urgently need this
Supplement for our forthcoming defense debates.

You are well aware of my interest in estimates of Soviet ICBM
warheads. I thank you for the recent DIA briefing to me on this
subject. :

Your recent 1985 Edition of Soviet Military Power contains an
interesting statement on this point. On the first page of your
signed Preface you state:

“The level of deployed MIRVed ICBM warheads continues
to rise with overall modernization of the Soviet
strategic missile force." (Emphasis added, enclosed.)

But on page 30, the U.S.-Soviet ICBM warhead chart (enclcsed)
shows a flat leveling off of the line in 1985. Last year's chart
showed a rising line to 6,300, but this year's line is actually
flat. This is puzzling, because the SS5-25 is being deployed
right now, and the SS-24 is also being deployed right now (see p.
41). Thus not only is there a flat contradiction of your own
statement in the Preface, but there is also an internal
contradiction between page 30 and page 41. (Enclcsed.)

A senior Defense Department Intelligence briefer was quoted in
today's washington Times as stating that no matter which forum he
might be in, he would state firmly that the Soviets had precisely
6,300 ICBM warheads. But this statement flatly contradicts youy
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recent letter to me revealing that there 1s a "range of
uncertainty" on the number of Soviet ICBM warheads. A member of
the press has told my staff that an unidentified Defense
Intelligence Officer at the recent briefing commented that it was
a mistake for Soviet Military Power to state that there were
precisely 6,300 Soviet ICBM warheads. He sald that DOD should
have stated that there was a "range of uncertainty" above 6,300
Soviet ICBM warheads of "about 2,000."

I agree. How do you explain these 1nternal contradictions on the
most important measure of military power in the world today?

With warmest personal regerds,

' N/
ambes A. McClure
inited States Senator
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PREFACE

net

A valuable starting point from which to ure the current and projected
sirencih, trends, and global military capabilits the Armed Forces of the Soviet
Union, as well as the forces of its Warsaw Pact ";e~ is the following aszessment pre-

sented in the introduciion to the North Atlantic Treaty Organiz Llon’ 1854 official
publication. NATO and the Warsaw Pact—Force Comperisons:

is

?

1,

The Warsaw Pact maintains large-scale sirategic nuclear forces, interme-
diate- and short-ranze nuclear forces.” and massive conventional forces.
Moreover, W arsaw Pac' military strategy as sHown by its literature and
military exercizes calls for large- scale penetr ation into énemy territory in
order to secure sirategic onrcux es; 1t continues to emphezize the element

of surprise and the necessity of rapzd offensive operations.

ec
D
Y5
ma

The forces of the USSR ard its allies continue to c\gmd modernize, and deploy

with increasingly capable weapons systems designed for the entire Cpectru'n of ~tr te
gic, theater-nuclear, and conventional conflict. The Soviét Union has made no secret

'of certain of these advances. For example. in the autumn of 1984, the Sonet Defense

Ministry announced that the USSR was beginning to deploy a new generation of
nuclear-armed. air-launched and sea-launched cru 'se missiles. The Soviets also re-
vealed that nuclear-armed. short-range ballistic missiles had been forward-deployed
from the USSR to operational sites in Eastern Europe and that additional balls-
tic missile submarines were on patrol in the At ]a atic and the Pacific. In a speech
before the Politburo. General Secretary Cherrenke said that further actions would
be taken to sirengthen the Soviet Union's military cepr :litv. These announcements
serve notice of the incre2singly ambitious Soviet procurement and deployment of ma-

m : e Soviets have achieved in both

jor categories of new armaments. The succ
quantitv and quality of sysiems is based on cos c an aggressive R&D program
with a systematic eﬁor to target and obtain ads d Western technologies.

Some of the more significant developments : rted in this, the fourth edition of

Soviet Military Power, are: .

«Test firings continue for the S8 \
tion intercontinental ballistic missiles. The

under SALT I1. The level foepl ved MIRVed |

m

4= o (O]
"
o

with overall modernization of the Soviet siraiegic missile force.
e«Two units of a new DELTA 1V-Class of tegic ballistic mizsile submarine
have been launched; they are the li k v piatform the USSR's newest, moest

accurate submarine- launched balli
oA third 25.000-ton TYPHOON-Clas
completed sea tnals, ]OlanU the tw

15t
3 submarine has
1 .
1its already operauonal, each
apable of deliverin g six to

nine MIRVed warheads to ranges of 8,30 .-:i!am
«The new supersonic. swing-wing BL—\‘CL JA I\
test and development. New strategic BACKRFIRE bombers continue to join

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/13 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001001420008-3

V emiema prem ety

NPT NP b ) 4 e e A

v, epscie o

e

AP AP




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/13 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001001420008-3

in the United States. Each of its 10 warhvads
has more than 20 times the destructive power
of the nuclear devices developed during World
War 11. The S8.18 Mod 4 force currently de
ploved has the capability to destroy more than
80 percent of US 1CBM silos using two nuclear
warheads against cach. The S8-19 Mod 3 1CBM
could be ?.smgued similar missions and, in addi-
tion, could be uszed against targets in Eurssia
A]though the §8-17 Mod 3 is somewhat less ca-
pable than the $3-19, it has similar tnrgeung
flexibility.

The remaining 580 Soviet ICEM silos are fit-

‘ted with the $S-11—420 SS-11 Mod 2:3s. 100

$3-11 Mod 1s—and 60 SS.13 Mod 2s. These
JCBMs of older vintage—1966 and 1973 ini-
tial deployment, respectively—are housed in
Jess-curvivable silos and are considerably less
czapab]e Nevertheless, their destructive po-
{entia) against softer area targets in the United
Stetes and Eurasia is significant in terms of
many of the Soviet nuclear requirements out-
lined above. - - _

The SS-16 is a three-stage, solid-propellant,
single-RV ICBM that the Soviets claim has not
been deploved. The svstem was first tested n
1972; the last known. test tock place in 19i6.

The SS8-20 LRINF miszile is closely related to

the SS-16. The SS-16 probably was intended
orxgmal]\ for both silo’and mobﬂe deplovment,
1sing equipment &nd a basing arrengement
.omparable to that used with i ‘ae 8.20. The So-
viet Union agreed in SALT Il not to produce,
test, or ch]O\ 1CBMz= of the q 6 tvpe and,

in particular, not to produce the S5.16 third

stage, the RV, or the appropnate device for

targeting the RV of that missile. While the
e\'idence it somewhat ambigioug, it incdiceies

that the SS-16 activities at Plesatsk are & prob
Yle violation of SALT 11, which banned 55-18
e

ployvment.
Dey]o\ ment programs for a1l of the currently
operational Soviet 1CBM svsiems are complete.
The command, control, and (ornmumcanou-
svstem that supperis the Soviet 1CB! M {orce s
ﬂod:rn and ‘nch]\ survivable, and the relie
ity of the ]CB\i themselves is regulariy 123
by live firings {from opes ationai 'rp zxes.
These ICBMs in :

f,

.
i

be rel urb:shed to increzse their useful lifetime
During this process, some sysien modiﬁcai:ons
could alsc be made. Through this capacity for
refurbichment, the Scviets can susiain & hicher

lovel of conAdence in svaiem reliability over a
Jonger term than would othe rwise he pessible.

Force Developmients. Soviet rescarch and de-
velomment on JCBMs iz a cvnamic pvo“:: in-
ing Many programs, TA:L comjoetion of

current deployment programs proba*)]\ narks

-
a8}

P

7 and Scviet ICEM Launcher and Reentry
Vehicle (RV) Deployment 1968-1585
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parently been designed for road-mobile dcp;o_\-

of significant Soviet invesiment in the
e DMEr niirely new liquid-propellant
CBAMs. Mod: r"_ed verzions of the SS-18, how-
:elv to be produced ano deploved 1n
S in the future.

I n“mg on new
] ure mssion
')c]uamo a countericrce ca
-I force survivability.

i ICBMs, the medium-s:
aller bQX 25, are weil
t programs from the ra:
in the Csonel north. A 'noa
each of these sysiems wil] be deploved.
will prouaal\ be silo-deployved at

Py

ial deplovment expecied in 1436.

TR

w
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AT
SR
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Rail-mobile dvp]ox ment could follow by one to
WO yea*: Early preparations for the deploy-
ment o S-X-24 are already underway.

' -25

e is zpproximately the zame size
he TS I\H\UTE\'_I AN ICBM. It will carry
gle reeniry vehicle. The SSX-25 has ap

]
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addition to the training of personne! in mis- rot destroved in a counterattack. In keeping
sile maintenance and operations, the Soviets with the demands of Soviet nuclear doctrine,
trained missile crews to meet the demands of mizsile ¢ are trained to perform their tasks
modern nuclear warfare. As more technically under any contingency.
sophisticated computers and automated con-
trol syvsiems were introduced and missile sys-
tems attained higher degrees of readiness, crew
sizes were reduced. The demands placed upon
crew readiness, however, increased to the point
where mecst or all ICBM and LRINF missiles
could be launched in minutes. The Soviets in-
sist that SRF personnel be combat ready at all
times. As a result. Soviet missile crews are reg-
ularly trained for the contingencies of preemp-
tion. launch-on-tactical-warning. or a second-
strike attack. An additional part ol crew train-
ing is reconstitution and refire of these silos

21 Chapter 11 Fources for Nuclear Attack
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